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Alleluia! Alleluia! The Lord is risen! The Lord is risen indeed!
Easter Sunday is a day for being excessive—for singing "alleluias" and shouting "Yes!" and "Wow!" If you haven’t been back here since last Easter, welcome home! This is a day for expansiveness, welcome, adrenalin and new hope.
Today we celebrate the good news that Mary discovered outside the empty tomb: Jesus is risen! He may look like the gardener; but he’s standing among us, even when we do not recognize him. Death is not the final word. Grief and despair are not the final word. Jesus has risen! As the hymn says, because he lives, we can live too.
You and I may have come here today, burdened by all kinds of fears, worries, and troubles. We’ve made too many visits to the cemetery. Standing outside the tomb, we too may be weeping like Mary. After September 11, we’ve all wept. We’ve gone through mountains of grief. And many people have said, "Everything has now changed." 
After September 11 we no longer have illusions of security; we’re vulnerable, we’re afraid. We have to live with the reality of tragedy, fear and uncertainty. It was the same situation for the first disciples too. They had watched their Lord die an agonizing death. They were heartsick, worried and scared. And so are we.
If the September 11 attacks means that "everything has changed," what about Easter? What about March 31? Today we make the claim with boldness: With Easter everything has changed! The resurrection is the defining moment for our faith. Once the stone is rolled away, we are jolted along with Mary. Jesus is resurrected, he is among us. Everything has changed. 
But wait a minute. The skeptic in me says, "That sounds good, but …is it really true?" Or is this some just another way to make us all feel good? You know, "the angel rolled the stone away, the flowers appear on the earth, the Easter bunny is hopping freely, and life is pretty good after all." Is that it? After Easter, how are we different?
We have to sort through the meanings. On the one hand the resurrection is an intellectual challenge. It’s a confrontation to our cranial capacity. At a dinner gathering a guest was present from another country, from another religion. They got into a conversation about Christianity. One person was trying to explain the basics of Christianity, that Christian faith was based on Jesus rising from the dead. The young man had never heard the story of Jesus. When he heard the part about Jesus dying and coming back to life, he quite spontaneously shook his head and said, "I think not." Our brains may have trouble accepting such drastic news.
The resurrection is a sign that God works outside the lines, beyond logic. The resurrection is another way God gets our attention. Resurrection means re-connection to the power for life; it’s a belief in God’s power to bring newness out of the worst tragedy.
Do you believe in the resurrection? When we take hold of the resurrection, we move into the realm of faith, adventure, daring, risk. What happens then? If we are open, we get in touch with the dazzling delight of life, the "alleluia time." Resurrection puts us in touch with the present moment, the goodness and exuberance of life and love. Everything has changed.
The actress Deborah Kerr wrote that her four year old daughter, Francesca, had become aware of numbers. She was trying to use numbers to express her love for her mother. First she said, "I love you 10 times," and then she said, "I love you 20 times." Later she said, "I love you 600 times." And then she paused and said, "Mummy, I love you outside the line of numbers." (from "The Living Pulpit," July-September 1995, p. 45)
In the resurrection God loves us outside the line of numbers. I take that to mean that in Jesus’ resurrection God is teaching us about expansiveness, excessiveness to the nth degree. God is teaching us about the gift of life, fullness of life. Yes, we have tragedy and pain. But Jesus said, "I have come that you may have life, abundant life." It is this abundant life that is the gift of the resurrection. 
Sometimes we may think that the resurrection is reserved for life after death, eternal life. That’s part of resurrection, that we will live with God forever. But the gift of resurrection is also life Now, life in the here and now. It’s not only for the hereafter, but for the herenow. Resurrection is re-connection with the power of life---in the here and now, the present moment.
All of us go through agonies---illness, accidents, deaths, grief. In a lifetime we have enough tragedy to break our hearts and crush our spirit. But we come back. We have burdens, and they get lifted. We have pain, but the pain gets healed. As the old preacher said, "Good Friday is real. On Good Friday, the disciples are exhausted. They’ve seen pain and cruelty and death. They want to give up. It’s Friday. But Friday is not the end of the story. Sunday’s a coming."
Fridays confront us in agonizing pain. But we know that Sunday’s coming. And when Sunday gets here, we celebrate the resurrection. Every Sunday of the church year is a little Easter; every Sunday is a celebration of the resurrection. And if we can’t celebrate with joy and delight, as Frederick Buechner says, our time would be better spent "doing something useful." (Wishful Thinking, p. 98)
Sunday’s a coming! Every Sunday ought to be Easter; and Easter Sunday is every Sunday elevated to a lofty level, "outside the line of numbers." Today we declare that everything has changed. Today, if we are open, we get re-connected to the power of life. 
That’s why we come here with flowers and alleluia bells. That’s why we come here wearing bright Easter clothes, singing the Hallelujah Chorus. That’s why our choir members throw heads back today and sing Jester Hairston’s lilting spiritual "Angels Rolled the Stone Away." 
Why all this excessiveness? We’ve here to take delight not only in Jesus’ resurrection, but in our resurrection. Today we rise too. We may have gone through agony, and our life may have been in pieces. We may have felt buried under a load of Good Friday pain. But today, on Easter, God is rolling the stone away. And we sing, "Made like him, like him WE RISE." We are re-connected to the power of life. Everything has changed.
The Lord is risen! This Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! And may the angels keep on rolling the stone away.
So may it be. Amen.
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